
      

 Science Fair Kick- Off Week 

          

Dear 5th Grade Students and Parents, 

This week is Science Fair kick-off week for the new school year.  Students will be 

viewing a PowerPoint presentation in science lab showing and telling them all 

about the Science Fair.  The Campus Science Fair judging will be during the first 

week of December.  See the website timeline tab for the specific date. 

Science Fair in 5th grade is not required; however students gain useful information 

and experiences through Science Fair to help them reach commended levels on 

the Science STAAR Test in April.   

 Students who place as winners at the Campus Science Fair may have the 

opportunity to participate in the District Science Fair.   

Your child will be receiving information packets and official entry forms, please 

return the bottom of this page to their homeroom teacher. 

See the timeline tab on the website for specific dates. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent Science Fair Information 

(Sign and return by the date indicated on the website timeline.) 

Student name: ______________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________ 

Homeroom Teacher: ____________________________Grade: _______________  



What is a Science Fair? 

Science Fair is a district wide opportunity for 5th grade students to use science process skills at home to: 

  Create and conduct an experiment 

 Display the results of their self selected experiment 

 Compete with other students in the same category 

Why is this recommend for all JISD 5th graders? 

 Use of scientific method to reinforce knowledge and skills required for the 5th Grade STAAR 

Science Exam 

 Working to develop organizational skills 

 Engage in healthy competition 

 Practice for 6th grade where they may compete on the regional and state level to earn 

scholarship money! 

How do we do this? 

 Small weekly assignments are given by teachers to keep students on track. 

 These assignments will guide you in this process. 

 Before and after school help and computers are available as needed. 

What does the project include? 

 An experiment with collected data completed by students at home 

 May include photos and/or drawing. 

 A graph or chart showing the outcome. 

 A report consisting of all kept assignments. 

 A project board as shown below which is purchased from school 

 

http://www.super-science-fair-projects.com/image-files/popcorn-display-board.jpg


 

 

  Assignment 1: Category Selection Form 

Due:  See Timeline Tab for specific date 

The first step in selecting your project is to decide what area of science interests 

you most.  When you know what category you are interested in then choosing the 

specific experiment becomes easy.  Listed below are the categories in the science 

fair.  

          Botany is the study of plants.  Variables that might be tested include testing 

type or amount of light, soil, water, additives, seed depth or direction, 

temperature, or soil compaction.  Growing seeds and plants take plenty of time 

and require starting soon.  Actual plants may not come to school but may be 

photographed for your project board. 

____Animal Science is the study of animals.  Variables that might be tested 

include nutrition, behavior, speed, or sleep patterns.  Studying animals is time 

consuming and will require starting soon.   Actual animals may not come to school 

but may be photographed for your project board.  Buying animals just for the 

science fair is discouraged. 

____Physics is the study of force, motion, and energy as they pertain to matter. 

Variables that might be tested include testing angles, force, mass, surface texture, 

height, load of moving objects not limited to cars, balls, machines, planes, 

helicopters or cylinders.   

____Physics also include the study of states of matter and might include testing 

variables that affect dissolving, evaporation, boiling, freezing, and melting points 

or states of matter.  

____Physics also include the study of energy forms.  This might include testing 

variables that affect the transmission of sound, light, heat, solar, and electric 

energy.   Conductors and insulators of energy also fall into this category.  



____Space Science is the study of the universe and includes space travel, as well 

as planetary and astronomical areas.  This might include variables that test for 

space travel details, or space phenomena and occurrences.  Remember that an 

experiment is required not just research.  

____Chemistry is the study of the make -up, structure, and transformations of 

different substances.  Variables tested might include tests to determine amount 

of substances present.  Other variables tested might include the reaction time of 

or degree of chemical reactions. 

____Environmental Science is the study of the environment.  Variables tested 

might include sources, levels of, prevention, or product testing in the areas of air, 

water, and land pollution.  Testing could include the testing of “green” products, 

techniques, or theories. 

____Earth Science is the study of human surroundings and include geology, 

minerals, the oceans, meteorology (weather), climatology, and geography.  

Variables tested might include weathering or erosion of land, quality of ground 

water, conditions for crystal formations, patterns of weather, or characteristics of 

minerals. 

 

This is designed to help you select the category you want to pursue for the 

science fair.  Once you and your parent have decided on a category, then it will be 

time to select your experiment.   Remember that the project is your job but will 

require some level of parental support.  After reading this over with your parent 

put a check on the area you are interested in, sign the form and get your parent’s 

approval.  Due:  See Timeline Tab for specific date 

Student Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________ 

Homeroom Teacher: _________________________________________________  

What is the best way to eat an elephant?  One tiny bite at a time! 


